
Mr. Gifford Wendell Neill Sr.
May 23, 1924 - February 3, 2024

Gifford Wendell Neill Sr. (May 23, 1924 – February 3, 2024) passed away
peacefully in Goshen, IN. He was 99 years old (only 100 days or so shy of
100!). He was faithful and beloved. 

Gifford grew up in Connecticut on a farm with his parents (Thomas & Emma)
and sister (Barbara). He was an awkward boy genius who loved to tinker with
radios and electronics. After high school, he joined the Navy and fought in
WWII aboard the USS Topeka. 

While in the Navy, he had an encounter with Christ that would change the
course of his life. Aboard the ship, he was lonely and often read the New
Testament for solace. 

Later, he studied engineering at Carnegie Tech (now CMU) in Pittsburgh,
where he met and married Marjorie Yvonne Minster (1947). Gifford and
Marjorie were married for more than 50 years. In their old age she still referred
to him as her boyfriend. 

Together, they moved to Connecticut and embarked on a lifetime of
adventures that included raising seven children. (Gifford had always wanted a
dozen.) Their family life was noisy and colorful and included dances in the
kitchen and evening bedtime story read-alouds with Gifford sitting at the top of



the stairs. 

Gifford’s deepening commitment to the Christian life prompted him to attend a
conference in Erie, PA in 1969 that touched him deeply. He was inspired by a
vision of what church could look like and moved the family to Akron, OH to
participate in a new kind of church life. The family would ultimately move to
Indianapolis, Chicago, and Streamwood for the sake of the local church. In all
of these cities, Gifford and Marjorie were known for their warm hospitality,
often hosting and housing friends. Gifford was happiest when his house was
full of life and the sounds of hymn singing. 

 

Professionally, Gifford was an electronics engineer who worked well into his
80s. He had an active mind and a workshop full of engineering supplies that
his grandkids loved to explore. 

In his midlife, Gifford had a handful of serious heart attacks. In response, he
radically changed his lifestyle. For the next 40+ years, he ate a low-fat, low-
sugar diet and got plenty of exercise. He grew an organic vegetable garden
and researched various aspects of health and longevity. His commitment to
health meant that he survived prostate cancer, remained intellectually sharp,
and maintained a walking regimen well into his 90s. 

 

Gifford is survived by his seven children (Gifford Jr., Patricia, Yvonne,
Thomas, Shirley, Mary, and John), 21 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren
and all their fabulous spouses. He was delighted to have more than fifty direct
descendants. 

 

Gifford’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren remember his legendary attic
full of books, along with his read-alouds, storytelling, sudden bursts of
laughter, and penchant for engaging in political debate. 



His legacy of intellectual curiosity, hospitality and Christ-following continues to
inspire those who knew and loved him. 

Family and Friends will meet Saturday, February 17, 2024 for a Visitation from
2:00 P.M. until time of funeral service 4:00 P.M.. A Navy Honors Service will
follow the funeral Ceremony at Morizzo Funeral Home and Cremation
Services, 2550 West Hassell Road, (Northeast corner of Barrington Road),
Hoffman Estates, IL. 60169. 

The family has created this Life Tributes page to make it easy to share your
memories, photos, and videos. For those of you that would have attended
services and would like to express your condolences please click on the
"Share A Memory" link above and you can leave a message. If you wish to
send a Sympathy Card, please feel free to send it to Morizzo Funeral Home,
2550 Hassell Road, Hoffman Estates, Illinois, 60169 c/o the Family; we will
gladly forward it on to the family. 

 

For further information please contact the Morizzo Funeral Directors at
847.752.6444. Arrangements entrusted to Morizzo Funeral Home and
Cremation Services, at 2550 West Hassell Road, (Northeast corner at
Barrington Road), Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60169.



Cemetery Details

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood

20953 West Hoff Road
Elwood, IL 60421
(815) 423-9958
http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/abrahamlin
coln.asp

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 17. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Morizzo Funeral Home
2550 Hassell Road
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

Funeral Service

FEB 17. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

Morizzo Funeral Home
2550 Hassell Road
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/abrahamlincoln.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/abrahamlincoln.asp


Military Services

FEB 17. 5:00 PM (CT)

Morizzo Funeral Home
2550 Hassell Road
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169
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Morizzo Funeral Home & Cremation Services - February 14, 2024 at 10:54 AM

223 files added to the album LifeTributes

From Church in Toronto - February 14, 2024 at 10:07 AM

From Church in Toronto purchased the Sacred D
uty Spray for the family of Mr. Gifford Wendell
Neill Sr..

From the Stevens Family - February 12, 2024 at 05:03 PM

From the Stevens Family purchased the Country
Basket Blooms for the family of Mr. Gifford
Wendell Neill Sr..

https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1468&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Brian Bowman - February 12, 2024 at 10:18 AM

I got to see Gifford in his later years meeting in Goshen with the
church. He was always so faithful sitting in the front row of the
gatherings ready to share his portion and always had a hymn to
sing. PTL for his testimony. Best to his family. 
 
Brian and Diane Bowman

ST
Shirley Tomes - February 19, 2024 at 07:04 PM

Thank you for sharing, Brian & Diane. He has indeed left a legacy of
love for Jesus, Church & Family.  - Shirley

Rick Coleman - February 11, 2024 at 07:26 PM

I Met Gifford 54 years ago in Akron, Ohio. He was a blessing to me
and my family over all these years. Rick & Barb Coleman

Don Klopfenstein - February 10, 2024 at 08:57 PM

Brother Gifford was always a brother ready to Praise the Lord and
have a testimony supporting the Word of God. We had a lot of
fellowship mainly in Indianapolis in the early 70's as we were
neighbors. He was the Lord's faithful servant seeking the Lord's
guidance 
"Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our Faith." He who
has begun a great work will complete it. He will finish what he has
begun in me. Gifford enjoyed these facts.
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Love, the Saints in Goshen - February 09, 2024 at 05:01 PM

Love, the Saints in Goshen planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Gifford Wendell
Neill Sr..

Love, the Saints in Goshen - February 09, 2024 at 05:01 PM

Love, the Saints in Goshen purchased the Fiery L
ily and Rose for the family of Mr. Gifford Wendell
Neill Sr..

Faith Carbrey - February 09, 2024 at 12:45 AM

I loved my Grandpa.

https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morizzofuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

